ANNEX 5
Filter bubble
The term was coined by internet activist Eli Pariser in his book by the same name.
There is an invisible shift in how information is flowing and Eli Pariser wants us to be aware of it. The web
now adapts depending on the specific user. Eli first noticed this automatic filtering in his own Facebook
news feed. He is politically progressive and noticed that he was starting to see less and less of the
conservative links posted by his Facebook friends. Facebook had worked out that Eli had been clicking
more liberal links than conservative links and hid them. This invisible, algorithmic editing is used by
nearly all major sources of news and information. Google now uses 57 different signals to determine your
search results. Ranging from your geographic location to your age and ethnicity. Yahoo News and
Huffington Post have also begun to personalize their information. The information I get is no longer the
information you get.
The problem with this, Eli says, is that while the Internet is showing what we want to see – its not
necessarily what we need to see. A filter bubble is what he calls it. It’s a bubble of your own unique
information, but you can’t see what doesn’t get into it. When the Internet was created it was seen as a
release from the control of the people that were controlling and editing what information you saw.
However, the reality is that these human gatekeepers have been just replaced with algorithmic ones.
These algorithms have been feeding us a steady diet of relevant information. But what we need is a
balanced diet that also include information that is uncomfortable, challenging, and important. Eli wants
this to change. He wants algorithms that have encoded in a sense of public life and a sense of civic
responsibility. Algorithms that allow us to see what doesn’t get through. This is the key to unlock the full
potential of the Internet. The Internet should be something that introduces us to new ideas, new people,
and different perspectives.
(https://tedsummaries.com/2014/02/01/eli-pariser-beware-online-filter-bubbles/)

Do we see the same?

(https://backchannel.com/facebook-published-a-big-new-study-on-the-filter-bubble-here-s-what-it-saysef31a292da95)
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