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ANNEX 5 

Answers about diversity 

1) Actually there are hundreds of expressions of love depending on the culture we’re talking about. 

Those three little words –I love you- can mean so much in English. However, their equivalents in other 
languages can vary from the feelings we associate with the phrase. From reserved behavior to involving 
the family, love and courtship differ greatly across the world. For example: 

In West Africa there is a kind of contest that is actually a tradition, known as a Gerewol, this beauty 
pageant is unique because the participants are men and the judges are women. The men put on 
headdresses, makeup, and perform a dance in order to make a great impression on women, although 
not all of them being single. Performed by the Wodaabe people in times of good rain, the prize for being 
selected is the man himself. 

In Latin America there are also two different versions of “I love you” – te quiero and te amo. The first is 
used casually and even with friends. The second however, is reserved for more serious and stronger 
relationships. 

In Japan most couples don’t kiss or hold hands in public. Rather, they show affection by taking care of 
each other.  However, in private, the most passionate kisses are focused on the neck or hands, not in the 
lips. 

Other cultures like Eskimos, have a conception of love more related to tenderness and company. That’s 
why their kisses are given with the nose, moving it several times from one side to another. 

For instance, most Asian people do not demonstrate almost any feelings through body language: 
touching is “forbidden” during a normal conversation. In China, kissing is a really intimate gesture, that’s 
why you won’t usually see couples kissing in the streets.  

If we shift to Europe, you can guess that the most romantic and less shy in affection showing matters are 
the Italian. It said that 50% of their everyday messages contain the word “love”. Men usually fill their 
couples with compliments and have no doubts about demonstrate their feelings. 

2) Unfortunately, women all over the world have not yet been able to conquer the equality of their rights, 
including the right to make their own decisions, between countries and much less in regard to men.  
Some examples are: 

India (some zones): Road safety rules don’t apply to women. In some states of India, women are 
excepted from safety rules that mandate motorcycle passengers wear helmets -- an exemption that kills 
or injures thousands of them each year. Supporters of the ban say they’re just trying to preserve 
women’s carefully styled hair and make-up. 

Yemen: A woman is considered only half a witness. That’s the policy on legal testimony in Yemen, where 
a woman is not “recognized as a full person before the court.” In general, a single woman’s testimony 
isn’t taken seriously unless it’s backed by a man’s testimony or concerns a place or situation where a 
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man would not be."  Also in Yemen, women can’t leave the house without their husbands’ permission. 
Yemen, where this law remains in force, does allow for a few emergency exceptions: if the woman must 
rush out to care for her ailing parents, for instance. 

Vatican City: Women can’t vote... still.  Vatican City is the only other country that allows men, but not 
women, to vote. 

At least 15 countries, including Bolivia, despite having made some progress in gender equality, continue 
to prohibit women from working without the consent of their husbands. 

3) The word religion is sometimes used interchangeably with "faith" or "belief system", but religion differs 
from private belief in that it has a public aspect. Most religions have organized behaviors, including 
clerical hierarchies, a definition of what constitutes adherence or membership, congregations of laity, 
regular meetings or services for the purposes of veneration of a deity or for prayer, holy places (either 
natural or architectural) or religious texts.  According to some estimates, there are roughly 4,200 religions 
in the world.  The most popular and with more followers are: 

• Christianity: Catholicism, Orthodoxy, Protestantism and Oriental churches (32% of the world’s 
population) 

• Islam: Sunnism, Shi’ism, other Islam (24%...) 
• Hinduism (16%...) 
• Buddhism: Theravada, Mahayana, Vajrayana (8%...) 
• Folk religions  (6%...) 
• Taoism 
• Shinto 
• Falun Gong 
• Sikhism  
• Judaism  
• Korean shamanism 
• Caodaism 
• Bahá'í Faith 
• Tenriism 
• Jainism 
• Chondoism 
• Hoahaoism 

You can check a more detailed list on Wikipedia: List of religions and spiritual traditions. 
4) Fortunately, yes! Each country on the planet has some kind of Cultural diversity understood as the 
quality of diverse or different cultures and opposed to monoculture or homogenization of cultures. The 
phrase cultural diversity can also refer to having different cultures respect each other's differences. It is 
also sometimes used to mean the variety of human societies or cultures in a specific region, or in the 
world as a whole.  As well as the more obvious cultural differences that exist between people, such as 
language, dress and traditions, there are also significant variations in the way societies organize 
themselves, in their shared conception of morality, and in the ways they interact with their environment. 
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According to some experts on this subject, Papua New Guinea the most culturally diverse country in the 
world. There are 852 known languages in the country, of which 12 now have no known living speakers. 
Most of the population of more than 7 million people live in customary communities, which are as diverse 
as the languages. 

You can check the list of most culturally diverse countries in the world and even look at what position is 
your country in this ranking from Wikipedia : List of the Countries ranked by ethnic and cultural diversity 
level. 

5) There are well over 20 prominent nations, which continue to discriminate against females by 
preventing them from learning.  Here are a look at a few: 

Cambodia.  With most girls' education ending at the onset, or before puberty, with only 15 percent of 
women seeking higher education. For most women, their fate instead is to suffer from domestic violence 
and work in the rice fields or as slaves as early as age 13. 

Pakistan. You probably remember when the Taliban shot 15-year-old Malala Yousafzai in the head for 
pursuing her right to education. This kind of violence against women who try to attend school is common 
in Pakistan, and over half of Pakistani girls are not educated, making the education rate for Pakistani 
women among the lowest in the world. 

Nepal. A male's education trumps in importance to that of a female's, and therefore, boys are sent to 
school while many Nepalese young women are sold into bonded servitude or raised to learn to run a 
household. 

Guatemala.  Less than half of Guatemalan girls never have the opportunity to enroll in elementary 
school, and 1 out of 8 will complete the sixth grade. The country is extremely impoverished and thus 
generally cannot afford school, however if a family could, they would generally send the boy since girls 
are encouraged to take on a domestic role in society. It is also more difficult for girls in rural areas to 
attend school because they may lack the safety or endurance to walk to and from a distant school every 
day. 

Morocco.  There is strong social pressure for girls not to attend school. Girls generally marry before the 
age of 14 and then dedicate themselves to raising children, and those who attend school face hostility. 

 

 

	


